My worst fears were realized?the tooth had to be filled, or lost, perhaps both! I thought of the "fusible metal," and of "metallic paste," and then of "Hill's stopping," as perhaps better than either. But never at that time, having used either of those materials, except the first, by way of experiment, many years since, and then at the instance of an older practitioner, I felt loth to adopt them now, particularly if any thing better could be done.
In the mean time the decay was removed, leaving the cavity a little too much excavated, and ragged at its entrance. To remedy this, a burr-drill was selected, rather larger than the orifice ; placed in its handle, and passed through a gold tube, used to cover the shaft of the drill, to prevent friction on the lip, the burr projecting some half an inch beyond its end. Thus prepared, the tube containing the drill, was placed in the corner of the mouth, and forced back until the burr rested on the mouth of the cavity in the tooth; the shaft, forming a little more than a right angle with the row of teeth. The burr was then rotated until about two-thirds imbedded, then removed and the cavity washed out with a syringe, when its entrance was found to be round, smooth, and solid; and a few more touches with an excavator, fitted it for the reception of a plug. By this time I had fixed upon a plan which I intended at least, to try. Abbey's No. 4 gold-foil was folded into a strip, one-third wider than the cavity was deep. The strip was then folded end-wise upon itself until it could be folded no longer, then rolled in the hand with the finger, the proper amount of foil having been used, a pellet was formed the thickness of the burr drill which had been used, its length being the same as the width of the strip out of which it had been formed. [Jan'y, The napkin, &c., was now removed, and the patient allowed to rest.
The gold was then alternately pressed, filed, and burnished, until brought down to a level with the surface of the tooth, and finished.
No moisture was allowed to enter the cavity during the operation.
The plug was hard, and presented as perfect an appearance as any I had ever before inserted. The time occupied in the operation was much less than in some others which had preceded it, where the cavities were much easier of access.
